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through the river valleys at either end. 
The completeness with which its extrem, ly 
powerful centre has now been broken 
through the mountains appears to argue a 
ceftain demoralisation in the Bulgarian 
Army, which has been enormousiy accen- 
tuated by the fact of defeat. Reinforce. 
ments, German as well as Bulgarian, have 
been hurriedly thrown in to stop the 
breach in the centre, but these reinforce. 
ments in their turn have been broken. The 
Allied advance in the centre has now been | 
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ST. QUENTIN. 
IMPORTANT FRENCH 
ADVANCE. 
ve Se 
BRITISH CARRY STRONG 
POINTS. 


STUBBORN GERMAN 
RESISTANCE, 

The two main featnres of the war news from 
the Western fronts to-day are the vigour 
of the German resistance in the St. 
Quentin area, and the gradual encircling 
of the town itself by the France-British 
forces. 
the region southward of the town the 
French have penetrated into the wood 
north of Ly.Fontaine, captured the fort 
and village of Vendeuil, and reached the 
Oise, south-eastward of St. Quentin, be. 
tween Vendeuil and Travecy. This aA. 
Vance not only menaces St. Quentin, but, 
in combination with that of the French 
armies operating further south, it 
threatens Laon also, 
the British front the day has seen sub. 
stantial progress at several points, despite 
the vigorous epposition of the enemy. 

Our troops on Sunday evening captured a 
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Strong point in the neighbourhood of the 
Ronssoy-Bony road, which had held out 
all day. 

During the night they moved towards Le 
Tombois Farm, and to the north they 
Rained a group of Strongly held trenches 
and positions north-west of Venduilles, 
A might attack near Villers Ciuisilain 
brought them 100 prisoners, and south 
east of (iavrelle they advanced on a 
three quarter mile front. 

At Berthaucourt the enemy on Sunday night 
penetrated our line at one point, 
driven out by a counter-attack. 

morning we captured a strong 

Point nerth-east of Epthy, which the 

Germans had held stubborniy for three 

days past. A little further north a Ger. 

man attack was repulsed, save at one 
peint, where a party gained a footing in 
our line, and is still holding out, 


but was 


BRITISH REPORTS. 
Monday, 1034 am 
Successful minor operations by our troops 
were carried out yesterday and during the might 


| @t several points 


| German strong point in 


In the afternoon English troops captured a 
the neighbourhood ef 
the Ronssoy-Bony road, which had held out 


| stubborniy all day, and tuox 80 prisoners 


| progress in the direction of Le 


Later in the afte rneon a hostile counter-attack 
from Gillemont Farm was repulsed with heavy 


| loss by our rifle and machin- gun fire 


During the night other English troops made 
Tombois Farm, 


| after several hours of hard fighting, and further 
i north 


heid 


Vend 


capture@ a group of strongly 
trenches and strong points north-west of 
huille, taking a number of prisoners 

During the night aiso over a 
prisoners were captured by us in a 
local attack south of Villers-Guisiain 

English troops made progress on a front of 
about three-quarters of a mil south-east 
Capturing 60 prisoners 

Early last night the enemy attacked Berthau 
court, under cover of a heavy artillery barrage 
and penetrated our line at one point An 
mediate counter-atteck by troops cor 
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By a success ‘ul local operation carried out this 
morning north-eas}] of Epéhy w aptured a 
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GERMAN ANXIETY. 


UNITED ATTACHS 
EXPECTED. 
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THE ALLIES’ GREATER 
RESOURCES. 


The Press Assoc iation’s Amsterdam Cor- 
respondent writes :— The preparations of the 
Entente Armies for the desired decisions appear 
to have been completed, and the moment for 
united attacks on a big scale has apparently 
come, says the Coloane Gazette. We must, it 
continues, do Foch the justice to say that he is 
apparently beginning to obtain on a big scale 
that strategical unity which he has already ob- 
tained on French soil. Thee writer admits that 
on all fronts the spirit of the Entente troops is 
now making itself increasingly felt, and says: 
In the future there will hardly be more favour- 
able conditions for a success. After reviewin 
briefly the situation in the various theatres o 
war, from the Murman coast to Baku and from 
the North Sea to Macedonia, the writer con- 
tinues -~—If Foch, as Generalissimo, should esuc- 
ceed in thus extemling the theatre of war from 
the North Sea to the Arctic. and in prosecuting 
from all the offensive against the once 
agtin-encircled Quadruplice, this would be a 
inaster-stroke, of which he hopes to reap the 
fruits in the West Among the conditions 
favouring the Hintente he mentions, in the first 
place, apart from unity of command, their 
numerical superiority m material and men, and 
Saves On fortner oceasions we have already 
pointed out the enviable secrecy observed in the 
manufacture anal training of armoured tanks 
aml their crews, which now number not thou- 
sands, but t wands. To these must 
added the in the number of guns, 
| tine-throwers machine guns, 
and fog aeroplanes of all 
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DEFEAT OF THE 
TURKS. 


ALLENBY’S GREAT 
BLOW. 
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25,000 PRISONERS AND 260 
GUNS, 
———cé- 
KING'S CONGRATULATIONS 
ON THE VICTORY, 

The latest news from Palestine shows that 
the” Turkish defeat has been complete. 
Two armies have been virtually wiped 
out, 

All roads of escape te the north have been 
blocked. 

Up to the present General! Allenby announces 
the capture of 25,000 troops, with 260 
guns. There are, however, still others to 
be counted. 


The War Office announces ! 

Having seized the passages of the Jordan 
at Jisred Damieh, on the morning of 22nd 
September, the last avenue of escape open to 
the enemy west of the river was closed by 
our troops 

The 7th and 8th Turkish Armies 
virtually ceased to exist. 


have 


Their entire transport is in our hands. By 
8 p.m. on the 22nd 25,000 prisoners and 260 
guns had been. counted. 

Many prisoners and much material remain 
to be enumerated. 


‘HE KING’S CONGRATULATIONS, 
The foll? the 
ing to General Allenby 

‘ It is with feelings of pride and admiration 
that we at home have received the news of the 
ably-conceived grd_obrilliantiy-car:ied 
operation, in which the British, Indian, and 
Allied forces under your command, with the 
Support of the Royal Navy, have gained a 
compiete victory over the enemy | am con 
fident that this success, which has effected 
the liberation of Palestine from Turkish rule, 
will rank as a great exploit in the history of 
the British Empire, and will stand for all time 


wing telegram has been sent by 


as a memorable testimony to British leader- | 


ship and to the fighting qualities of the British 
and indian troops 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1918. 


THE PALESTINE 
VICTORY. 


DETAILS OF THE 
FIGHTING. 


FINE CAVALRY WORK. 


LONDON AND INDIAN 


TROOPS’ DASH. 

Telegraphing on Sunday the Press Associa- 
tion’s Correspondent in Palestine says :— 

General Alienby’s success has been so rapid 
and complete that these very qualities would 
seem to detract from the merit of the perform 
ance, and give an entirely misleading impres- 
sion regarding the difficulty and magnitude of 
his task. Only four days ago, however, no 
one would have contemplated such results as 
even possible, least of all the Turks, who were 
making all preparations to winter in their late 
lines. Their position was one of exceptional 
strength, with at least three lines of well-dug 
trenches, with redoubts mlequately wired, and 
with abundant artillery and machine-gun pro- 
tection The Turk was not so strong 
numerically, wut, nevertheless, hiseforte is de- 
tensive fighting, and hitherto he has always 
given a good account of himself. 
ever, completely demoralised him was, first, the 
surprise of our attack, and, sécondly, our 
mobility and the boldness of General Allenby’s 
Pian in hitting at the strongest point, took him 
aback; while our cavalry completed his dis 
comfiture Had the Turk had the slightest 
inkling of our intentions we certainly should 
have had to pay a heavy price for the success, 
instead of which our losses have been so in- 
Siguincant as to appear altogether diuspropor- 
Lonate to our achwevements 
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ENEMY ROUT IN 
MACEDONIA. 


RETREAT ON THE 
WHOLE FRONT. 


EVACUATION OF DOIRAN 
REGION. 


oy 


ALLIES IN HOT PURSUIT. 

The advance by the Serbians has resulted in 
the Gradsko-Prilep line being severed, 
and the enemy is retiring in the neigh- 
bourhood of Monastir, followed by Allied 
forces. 

A large quantity of booty has been taken, 
and the Bulgarians are in a very difficult 
position. They have no lateral line of 
railway in their rear, and the situation 
offers important military possibilities. 


The French communiqué issued at Salonika on 
Sunday night says :— 

The successes obtained by the Allied Armies 
in Macedonia are attaining the character of a 
great victory. The rapid advance of the 
Franco-Serbian Armies in the centre towards 
the Middte Vardar has brought in its train, 
on the whole front of 150 kilometres, between 
Monastir and Lake Doiran, a pricipitate fe. 
treat of the enemy Armies, which are being 
vigorously pursued by Allied forces. 

To the north-east ef Monastir the line 
Mogila-Kanatlartsi-Kalyani has been reached; 
while further to the north Serbian croops, 
marching on Prilep and the Babuna Pass, 
have reached the Vardar from Demir Kapu 
to Gradsko, and have aven thrown some de- 
tachments across the river to the left bank. 

In the valley of the Vardap the Allied troops 
have advanced beyond the tine Keynsko- 
Gurincet, on the right bank. 
they carried Ghevgheli, and ali the first enemy 
line as far as Lake Doiran 

The enemy rearguards are endeavouring to 
tem the pursuit. On the roads in the region 
of Monastir, Krusevo, and Prilep enemy 
columns are fleeing in indescribabie disorder, 
under incessant machine gun fire and bomb- 
ing by Allied airmen. 

Numerous villages and dumps are in flames. 
Some prisoners and guns ané an enormous 
quantity of war material, which has not yet 
been counted, have fallen into our hands 

We have, in particular, 
Vardar Railway some locomotives, three com- 
piete trains, and two long-range guns on 
trucks at different places. Some demoralised 
Guigarian eiements fled after throwing away 
ther guns According to the latest reports 
the advance continues on the whole front of 
attack 
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SPECIAL EXTRA. 


THE RAILWAY STRIKE. 


GOVERNMENT’S SERIOUS 


STATEMENT. 

The Press Association shortly before mid- 
night received the following statement from the 
Board of Trade :—The Government regreis to 
announce that a section of the mpilwaymen, 
acting in defiance of the settlement arrived at 
between the Government and the Railwaymen’s 
Union, have struek work. This settlement re- 
sulted in the grant of an additional war wage 
of five shillings per week to all men and women 
of 18 years of age and over, and 2s. Gd. to boys 
and girls employed on the railways, with the 
exception of those employed in the shops, who 
were dealt with separately. For the general 
body of railwaymenh this made a total war wage 
of 30s. per week, and is equivalent to an in- 
crease of about i20 per cent. over their pre- 
war wage, and which ia more than equivasent 
to the increased coat of living. In addition, the 
settlement provides for a periodical revision, so 
as to ensure increases in the future tw meet 
any further inereased cost of iiving. it 
obvious that, unless there is some authority 
which can negotiate and accept a settlement on 
behalf of the men, and which ia loyally ac- 
cepted by all the men concerned, it is im- 
possible to carty on any negotiations 
with a view to arriving at a settlement. 
The action of these men is not only a strike 
against their Union, ‘but is a direct challenge 
against all ordered government... A strike of 
any section of railway employés at this critical 
period, when thé news from all fropts is so 
very encouraging, can only be attended with 
the gravest consequences to this country and to 
uor Allies. It will not only endanger the es- 
sential needs of the civil population, by inter- 
fering with transport of foodstuffs and fuel, but 
must seriously prejudicé the successful conduct 


On the left bank | 


of the war y interfering with the essential 
supplies of men and munitions to the Allied 
Armies and Navies. Further, it will inter- 
tere with the transport arrangements for the 
comfort and safety of our wounded soldier. 
lt is gratifying that only a small section of the 
railwevymen have not accepted the settlement 
made by their leaders, and the thanks of 
Government and the nation. are due to the rail- 
waymen who are lovally abiding by the aerce- 
ment to perform their duties in a spirit of de- 
votion to their country’s interests which has 
been characteristic of railwaymen during the 
course of the war. : 
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SHADOWED. . ia 
A Reuter’s telegram from Amsterdam 
Monday says:+A Berlin telegram gives the 
following version of an interview with Count 
Burian. The reception accorded to the Note 
could not surprise me, said Count ge be- 
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GERMAN DESVATCHES. 
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An Exchange lars telegram Mondar's 
date says >—The report has filtered through thet 
the Germans have evacuated Cambrai It is 
stated that the inbatutante of that town were 
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